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From the Induction to Marston's Maleeontent,
1604, in which he is introduced personally, it ap-
pears that he acted the part of Malevole in that play.

He was one of the principal sharers or proprietors
of the Globe and Blackfriars theatres; and was of such
eminence, that in a letter preserved in the British
Museum, written in the year 1613, (MSS.- Harl.
7002,) the actors at the Globe are called Burbadge's
Company3.                             .                                 .

The following character of this celebrated player is
given by Fleckno in his Short Discourse of the Eng-
lish Stage, 1664 :

" He was a delightful Proteus, so wholly transform-
ing himself into his parts, and putting off himself
with his cloaths, as he never (not so much as in the
tyring house) assumed himself again, until! the play
wras done. He had all the parts of an excellent orator,
animating his words with speaking, and speech with
action ; his auditors being never more delighted than
when he spake, nor more sorry than when he held his
peace : yet even then he was an excellent actor still;
never failing in his part when he had done speaking,
but with his looks and gesture maintaining it still to
the height"

It should not, however, be concealed, that Fleckno
had previously printed this character as a portrait of
An excellent Actor, in general, and there is reason
to believe that this writer never saw Burbadge : for
Fleckno did not die till about the year 16S2 or 1683,
and consequently, supposing him then seventyrfive
years old, he must have been a boy when this cele^
brated player died. The testimony of Sir Richard

3 In Jonson's Masque of Christmas, 1616, Burbadge and He-
itiinges are both mentioned as managers: " I could ha* had money
enough fpr him, an I would ha' been tempted, and,ha' let him out
by the week to the king's players : Master Burbadge hath been
about and about with me, and so has old Mr. Heminge too; they
ha' need of him,"